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Health literacy and preventive behavior of liver fluke among secondary

school students in Phayao Province

Dokkaew Tamdet!, Surapot Moonyathep? Wilailak Punyashthira’
Abstract

This descriptive research aimed to study health literacy and its relationship with
preventive behavior of liver fluke among secondary school students in Phayao Province.
The 570 students were selected by using simple random sampling of Yamane's sample size
determination formula. Data were collected using the questionnaire related to knowledge of
liver fluke, perception of liver fluke, health belief of liver fluke, health literacy of liver fluke,
and preventive behavior of liver fluke. It was then statistical analyzed by using frequency
distribution, percentage, average, standard deviation, and inferential statistics with Pearson
correlation coefficient.

The results had shown that the knowledge of liver fluke was found at a low level, the health
belief of liver fluke was found at a moderate level,and the perception of liver fluke, health literacy of
liver fluke, and preventive behavior of liver fluke were found at a high level. Thus, it had found that
there was positive association at a low level between knowledge, perception, health belief, and health
literacy of liver fluke and preventive behavior of liver fluke statistically significant at 0.01 (r=0.100, 0.154,
0.111, 0.107). However, there was no significant association with decision making on behavior change
and the word of mouth, spreading, and knowledge sharing on preventing liver fluke. Regarding to these
results, the public health office, school, commmunity, and local administration should cooperate and
organize the school activities which promote and reinforce with the knowledge and health literacy of
preventing liver fluke for every classes. All key stakeholders should empower participants to obtain
skills on decision making, change, spreading, and knowledge sharing for the sustainability of the
preventive behaviors of liver fluke.

Keywords: Knowledge, Perception, Health literacy, Preventive behavior, Liver fluke
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* Correlation is significant at the 0.05 level (2-tailed).
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